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16 ) THE UNITED NETHERLANDS. Cuar. XXT.

into practice the lessons which he had so steadily been
pondering, reduced the towns and strong places of Heyl,
Flemert, Elshout, Crevecceur, Hayden, Steenberg, Rosendaal,
and Osterhout.* But his time, during the remainder of the
year 1590, was occupied with preparations for a campaign on
an extended scale and with certain foreign negotiations to
which it will soon be necessary to direct the reader’s atten-
tion.
4 Meteren, xvi. 294.




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































172 THE UNITED NETHERLANDS. Cmar. XXVIIL.

naturally find but little to her taste in the hierarchy of Hans
Brewer and Hans Baker. Thus her Majesty and her courtiers,
accustomed to the faded gallantries with which the serious
affairs of State were so grotesquely intermingled, took it ill
when they were bluntly informed, for instance, that the State
council of the Netherlands, negotiating on Netherland affairs,
could not permit a veto to the representatives of the queen,
and that this same body of Dutchmen discussing their own
business insisted upon talking Dutch and not Latin.

It was impossible to deny that the young Stadholder was
a gentleman of a good house, but how could the insolence of a
common citizen like John of Olden-Barneveld be digested ?
It was certain that behind those shaggy, overhanging brows
there was a powerful brain stored with legal and historic lore,
which supplied eloquence to an ever-ready tongue and pen.
Yet these facts, difficult to gainsay, did not make the
demands so frequently urged by the States-General upon
the English Government for the enforcement of Dutch rights
and the redress of English wrongs the more acceptable.

Bodley, Gilpin, and the rest were in a chronic state of

licans had not diminished with the my turmnips? Don't you know how
lapse of & few wore years, and with much pains it costs to plant and to
the corresponding incrvase of populur  weed them?” The luckless son-in-
wuealth and strength througiout the law of the British sovereign had po-

commonwealth.  The unlucky elector
palative, ex-king of Bohemia, a refu-
ree in Holland since the battle of
i‘mgm‘. wus hunting hares in the
neighbourhoad of Du Maurier's house.
In the andour of the chase, Frederick,
having intruded with dogs and Lorses
upon the turnip-field of a wealthy
peasant, saw  himselt pursued  with
loud crica by the incensod proprietor,
accompanied by a very big furm-ser-
vant. Both were armed with pitch-
forks, and the farmer himself presented
a truly respectable as well as formid-
able appearanee, dressed as he hap-
pened to be in his holiday suit of
lack Spanish bredeloth, with an
under jacket of Florence ratinet,
adorned with massive silver buttons.
Floutishing his pitchfork, and making
no other salutation, he bawled out,

thing for it but to apologize for the
trespuss, and to beat as rupid a re-
treat before the Dutch farmer as he
had recently done before the Duke of
Lorraine and the Emperor Ferdinand,
Mcmoires de Messire Aubery du Mau-
rier, pp. 252, 253.

Perhaps it was as well for the pro-
gress of mankind—even at the oces-
sional sacrifice of courtesy to royalty in
ditticulties—that there should have
been a corner of the earth where the
theory of nutural masters and guardians
for the people had already received so
rude a shock as in Holland, and where
not only the boor but the boor’s tur-
nips were safe from being trampled
upon. What more poignant satire on
Lhiuman nature than is contained in this
very English word boor! The builder,

. the planter, the creator — the Bauer

“ King of Bohemia, King of Bohemia, | in short—is made to be identical with

what do you mean Ly trumpling on !

the vulgar clown.
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nness to conviction, that made him
so much anxiety to Philip. The
night not be strengthened by the
:imate heir of France, but it was
f Philip and the Infanta to the
igdom would be weakened by the
sh king knew himself to be inspired
gle motive, the maintenauce of the
’hurch, he was perfectly aware that
ot so single-hearted nor so conscien-

heretie, son of heretics, great chief-
rosed capable of becoming orthodox
d accept his conversion. Against
ggled with all his strength.
who had a weakness for Henry,
opes. Urban VII, his immediate
at thirteen days. Gregory XIV.
h October, 1591, ten months after
with the title of Innocent I1X., had
n 29th October to 29th December,
mish poison,” said Envoy Umton,
of gout, or typhus, or any other
lement VIII. (Aldobrandini) was
592. He was no lover of Henry,
¢ of Philip, while it must be con-
ambassador at Rome was much
Holiness. Should he dare to grant
3 the secret object of the Béarnese,
hinted the envoy, that Philip would
her. 1le would cut off his supplies
ind starve him and all his subjects ;
family schemes, he would renounce
m, he would do anything that man
. cowu ao, snould the great shepherd dare to
his lost sheep, and this very black sheep, into the
 faithful.
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270 THE UNITED NETHERLANDS,. Cuar. XXX,

The stadholder now marched upon Groningen. This
city was ome of the most splendid and opulent of all
the Netherland towns. Certainly it should have been one
of the most ancient in Europe, since it derived its name
—according to that pains-taking banker, Francis Guicciar-
dini—*“from Grun, a Trojan gentleman,” who, neverthe-
less, according to Munster, was “a Frenchman by birth.”
“Both theories, however, might be true,” added the con-
scientious Florentine, “ as the French have always claimed to
be descended from the relics of Troy.”® A simpler-minded
antiquary might have babbled of green fields, since groenighe,
or greenness, was a sufficiently natural appellation for a town
surrounded as was Groningen on the east and west by the
greenest and fattest of pastures. In population it was only
exceeded by Antwerp and Amsterdam.® Situate on the line
where upper and nether Germany blend into one, the capital
of a great province whose very name was synonymous with
liberty, and whose hardy sons had done fierce battle with
despotism in every age, so long as there had been human
record of despotism and of battles, Groningen had fallen into
the hands of the foreign foe, not through the prowess of the
Spaniard but the treason of the Netherlander. The baseness
of the brilliant, trusted, valiant, treacherous young Renneberg
has been recorded on a previous page of these volumes.®
For thirteen years long the republic had chafed at this
acquisition of the hated enemy within its very heart. And
now the day had come when a blow should be struck for
its deliverance by the ablest soldier that had ever shown him-
self in those regions, one whom the commonwealth had
watched over from his cradle.

For in Groningen there was still a considerable party in
favour of the Union, although the treason of Renneberg had
hitherto prevented both city and province from incorporating
themselves in the body politic of the United Netherlands.

2 Guicc.iard.ini, in roce. lation.
» Gmocmnhqi, in 1585, says that #» Rise of the Duich Republic, vol.
no Netherland city exceeded it in popu- | iii. part vi. chap. ili.




























































290 THE UNITED NETHERLANDS. Cnar. XXX.

negotiation—the two last attempted on a considerable scale
but ending abortively.

It is impossible to exaggerate the misery of the obedient
provinces at this epoch. The insane attempt of the King of
Spain, with such utterly inadequate machinery, to conquer
the world has been sufficiently dilated upon. The Spanish
and Italian and Walloon soldiers were starving in Brabant and
Flanders in order that Spanish gold might be poured into the
bottomless pit of the Holy League in France.”

The mutiny that had broken forth the preceding year in
Artois and Hainault was now continued on a vast scale
in Brabant. Never had that mational institution—a Spanish

73 1t is instructive to know the exact sums of money regularly m

the ngofSpmneaehmonth,atthupenod,mmeeandthoNo
In Flanders and Friesland was an

army of . 23,952 men, costing per month $206.481
The army of Fra.neewas eshmnted at 18,921 - " 175,370
Total . 42,873

Certain mdxnduals, ver{“ few in

number, maintained in France * . ”» 42 360
Besides the above, all supplied from

Spain, there were maintained by

contributions, aids, and licenses

in the provinces . .o 6,715 » » 38,239
Expenses of navy . o » " 10,958
Total per month . . o . $473558

Relacion de lo que monta la paga de los exercntos % e su Magd. entreticne
en Flundes, Brabante, Frisia, y Francia, 1593. (Arch. de Simancas M8.)
By another paper it ap, i«;m that at this time there were serving the King of

Spain in France and the Netherlands—
German infantry—Soldiers . . . . 14,994
Officers . . . . 1,298
16,292
Italian infantry—Soldiers . . . . 38,897
Officers . .- . . 423

O—

3,820
(Arch. de Siinancas, Anno 1594, M8.)

* These favoured personages were—

Duke of Mayenne .. .. .. .. per month, $13,000
Duke of Gulse .. . .. . .o ” 6,000
Balagny . » 1200
Duke of Aumale w 1,800
M. de Rosne . " 1,800
Z(I:de arl St. l‘oll and his cavnlry " 9,960

rtain gentlemen in Pimniy . 400
Goveruor of La Fere .. . . 12:100

, 84,360
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impossttd>. Velaseo then attempted to storm the lesser
stroc a4 of the ten, but was repulsed with the loss of two
hundirsi Kif=d Amvonz these were many officers, one of
whom, Capcain Porto Carrero. was a near relative of Fuentes.
After a siezz, Velasco, who was a marshal of the camp of
conspicrable distinction. socceeded in driving the mutineers
out of the forts; who, finding their position thus weakened,
remcwed their negotiations with Maurice. They at last
cbtained permisson from the prince to remain under the
protection of Gertruvdenberg and Breda umtil they could
ascertain what decision the archduke would take. More they
did not ask of Maurice, nor did he require more of them.

The mutiny, thus described in a few lines, had occupied
nearly a year, and had done much to paralyze for that period
December, all the royal operations in the Netherlands. Ia

154 December the rebellious troops marched out of
Sichem in perfect onder, and came to Langstraet within the
territory of the republic.®

The archduke now finding himself fairly obliged to treat
with them sent an offer of the same terms which had been
proposed to mutineers on previous occasions. At first they
flatly refused to negotiate at all, but at last, with the permission
of Maurice, who conducted himselt’ throughout with scrupulous
delicacy and made no attempts to induce them to violate
their allegiance to the king, they received Count Belgioso,
the envoy of the archduke. They held out for payment of
all their arrears up to the last farthing, and insisted on a
hostage of rank until the debt should be discharged. Full
forgivement of their rebellious proceedings was added as a
matter of course. Their terms were accepted, and Francisco
Padiglia was assicned as a hostage. They then established
themselves, according to agrecment, at Tirlemont, which they
were allowed to fortify at the expense of the province and to
hold until the money for their back wages could be scraped
together. Meantime they received daily wages and rations

73 Bentivoglio, P. III. lib. i. 399, 400. Metcren, 340, 341. Coloma, vii. 150™,
aeqq.
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straichtway to the palace. They were secretly admitted to
the apartments of the archduke, but the priest, meaning to
follow Lis conductor into the private chamber, where he
pretended to recognize the person of Ernest, was refused
sdmittance. The door was, however, not entirely closed,
and be heard. as he declared, the conversation between his
Highness and Berlaymont, which was carried on partly in
Latin and partly in Spanish. He heard them discussing the
question—s0 he stated—of the recompense to be awarded
for the business about to be undertaken, and after a brief
conversaticn, distinctly understood the archduke to say, as
the count was approaching the door, «“I will satisfy him
abundantly and with interest.”*

Berlaymont then invited his clerical guest to supper—so
ran his statement—and, after that repast was finished, in-
formed him that he was requested by the archduke to kill
Prince Maurice of Nassau. For this piece of work he was to
receive one hundred Philip-dollars in hand, and fifteen
thousand more, which were lying ready for him, so soon as
the deed should be done. _

The schoolmaster at first objected to the enterprise, but
ultimately vielded to the persuasions of the count. He was
informed that Maunice was a friendly, familiar gentleman,
aud that there would be opportunities enough for carrying
out the project if he took his time. He was to buy a good
pir of pistols and remove to the Hague, where he was to set
up a school, and wait for the arrival of his accomplices, of
whom there were six.  Berlaymont then caused to be sum-
maned and introduced to the pedagogue a man whom he
described as one of the six. The new comer, hearing that
Renichon had agreed to the propositions made to him,
hailed him conlially as comrade and promised to follow him
very soon into Holland. Berlaymont then observed that
there were several personages to be made away with, besides
Prince Maurice—especially Barneveld and St. Aldegonde—-

® Bor, III. 815 §17. Reyd, ix. 223-228, Meteren, xvi. 335. “Cumulate
ot largo foenore satisfaciam.”
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gaged by General La Motte and Counsellor Assonleville to
attempt the assassination of Prince Maurice.® La Motte took
the man to the palace, and pretended at least to introduce
him to the chamber of the archduke, who was said to be
lying ill in bed. Du Four was advised to enrol himself in
the body-guard at the Hague, and to seek an opportunity
when the prince went hunting, or was mounting his horse, or
was coming from church, or at some such unguarded moment,
to take a shot at him. “ Will you do what I ask,” demanded
from the bed the voice of him who was said to be Emnest,
“will you kill this tyrant?” «I will,” replied the soldier.
“Then my son,” was the parting benediction of the supposed
archduke, “ you will go straight to paradise.”®

Afterwards he received good advice from Assonleville, and
was assured that if he would come and hear a mass in the
royal chapel next morning, that religious ceremony would
make him invisible when he should make his attempt on the
life of Maurice, and while he should be effecting his escape.®
The poor wretch accordingly came next morning to chapel,
where this miraculous mass was duly performed, and he then
received a certain portion of his promised reward in ready
money. He was also especially charged, in case he should
be arrested, not to make a confession—as had been done by
those previously employed in such work—as all complicity
with him on part of his employers would certainly be
denied.*

The miserable dupe was arrested, convicted, executed;

17 Nov. and of course the denial was duly made on the

1594, part of the archduke, La Motte, and Assonleville.
It was also announced, on behalf of Ernest, that some one
else, fraudulently impersonating his Highness, had lain in the
bed to which the culprit had been taken, and every one must
hope that the statement was a true one.®

Enough has been given to show the peculiar school of

% Meteren, xvi. 335. Bor, I1I. 882, 883. Reyd, ix. 247.
® Ibid. “Figliol mio, se faretc quello che m'avete promesso d'amazzar quel
tyranno, andarete diritto in Paradiso.” % Bor, ubi sup. ' Ibid. % Ibid.
















































repucazion.  Me=andme, I s this ramp of an empire keeping
narf ®mita diSenhty npen its lezs. Tis full of wrangling and
diwrrd about relizion, and vet thers 13 the Turk with two
handred thousand men besieging a place forty miles from
Vicnna, which is the last outpost. God grant it may
Jast.” -4

Such was the aspect of the Christian world at the close of
the: vear 1501,

13 frerespsnd letters of San Clemente to Idiaquez, 30 Aug. 1594, Adpud
Yoir, ubi oup. 1% Ibid.
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bable that Foentes might have been defeated had the charges
of Bouillon been as determined and frequent as were those of
his colleague. Savigny de Rosnes, too, the ancient Leaguer

who commanded under Fuentes, was accused of not havig

sufficiently followed up the victory, because unwilling thst

his Spanish friends should entirely trample upon his own

countrymen. Yet there is no doubt whatever that De Rosnes

was as bitter an enemy to his own country as the most

ferocious Spaniard of them all. It has rarely been found in

civil war that the man who draws his sword against his

fatherland. under the banner of the foreigner, is actuated by
any lingering tenderness for the nation he betrays; and the
renegade Frenchman was in truth the animating spirit of
Fuentes during the whole of his brilliant campaign. The
Spaniand’s victories were, indeed, mainly attributable to th@
experience, the genius, and the rancour of De Rosnes.®

But debates over a lost battle are apt to be barren. Mesn—
31 July. time Fuentes, losing no time in controversy, ad-
1593, vanced upon the city of Dourlens, was repulsed twice>>
and carried it on the third assault, exactly one week after the
action just recounted. The Spaniards and Leaguers, howlingZ
* Remember Ham!” butchered without mercy the garrisor®
and all the citizens, save a small number of prisoners likel¥
to be lucrative. Six hundred of the townspeople and twe®
thousand five hundred French soldiers were killed within £
few hours. Well had Fuentes profited by the relationship snd
tuition of Alva!

The Count of Dinant and his brother De Ronsoy were bt}
slain, and two or three hundred thousand florins were paid i3>
ransom by those who escaped with life. The victims wer€
all buried outside of the town in one vast trench, and th&
effluvia bred a fever which carried off most of the survivit £
inhabitants. Dourlens became for the time a desert.®

Fuentes now received deputies with congratulations from®
the obedient provinces, especially from Hainault, Artois, 8
Lille. He was also strongly urged to attempt the immedist €

3! De Thou, Bor, Coloma, Bentivoglio, ef al.  Ubi eupra. 2 [bid.
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father at Venice become Duke of Arschot; and between the
two rode a gentleman forty-two years of age, whose grave,
melancholy features—although wearing a painful expression
of habitual restraint and distrust—suggested, more than did
those of the rest of his family, the physiognomy of William
the Silent? to all who remembered that illustrious rebel.

It was the eldest son of the great founder of the Dutch
republic. Philip William, Prince of Orange, had at last,
after twenty-eight years of captivity in Spain, returned to the
Netherlands, whence he had been kidnapped while a school-
boy at Louvain, by order of the Duke of Alva. Rarely has
there been a more dreary fate, a more broken existence than
his. His almost life-long confinement, not close nor cruel, but
strict and inexorable, together with the devilish arts of the
Jesuits, had produced nearly as blighting an effect upon his
moral nature as a closer dungeon might have done on his
physical constitution. Although under perpetual arrest in
Madrid, he had been allowed to ride and to hunt, to go to
mass, and to enjoy many of the pleasures of youth. But he
had been always a prisoner, and his soul—a hopeless captive
—could no longer be liberated now that the tyrant, in order
to further his own secret purposes, had at last released his
body from gaol. Although the eldest-born of his father, and
the inheritor of the great estates of Orange and of Buren, he
was no longer a Nassau except in name. The change wrought
by the pressure of the Spanish atmosphere was complete. All
that was left of his youthful self was a passionate reverence
for his father’s memory, strangely combined with a total
indifference to all that his father held dear, all for which his
father had laboured his whole lifetime, and for which his
heart’s blood had been shed. On being at last set free from
bondage he had been taken to the Escorial, and permitted to
kiss the hand of the king—that hand still reeking with his
father’s murder. He had been well received by the Infante
and the Infanta, and by the empress-mother, daughter of
Charles V., while the artistic treasures of the palace and

3 Fruin, 207, note.
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long to be told. On the whole, the best soldier in the arch-
duke’s service for the moment was the Frenchman Savigny
de Rosne, an ancient Leaguer, and a passionate hater of the
Béarnese, of heretics, and of France as then constituted. He
had once made a contract with Henry by which he bound
himself to his service; but after occasioning a good deal of
injury by his deceitful attitude, he had accepted a large
amount of Spanish dollars, and had then thrown off the mask
and proclaimed himself the deadliest foe of his lawful sove-
reign. “He was foremost,” said Carlos Coloma, ¢ among
those who were successfully angled for by the Commander
Moreo with golden hooks.”* Although prodigiously fat, this
renegade was an active and experienced campaigner, while
his personal knowledge of his own country made his assist-
ance of much value to those who were attempting its de-
struction.

The other great nobles, who were pressing themselves
about the new viceroy with enthusiastic words of welcome
were as like to give him embarrassment as support. All
wanted office, emoluments, distinctions, nor could much de-
pendence be placed on the ability or the character of any of
them. The new duke of Arschot had in times past, as prince
of Chimay, fought against the king, and had even imagined
himself a Calvinist, while his wife was still a determined
heretic. It is true that she was separated from her husband.
He was a man of more quickness and acuteness than his
father had been, but if possible more mischievous both to
friend and foe; being subtle, restless, intriguing, fickle,
ambitious, and deceitful. The Prince of Orange was con-
sidered a man of very ordinary intelligence, not more than
half witted, according to Queen Elizabeth,™ and it was pro-
bable that the peculiar circumstances of his life would ex-
tinguish any influence that he might otherwise have attained
with either party. IIe was likely to affect a neutral position,
and, in times of civil war, to be neutral is to be nothing.

2 Colomn, 229.  Calvacrt’s letter, in Deventer, ii. 108,
3 “Ende niet Lalff wys.” Caron to States-General, in Deventer, ii. 121.
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The duchess unmasked very graciously as the ambassador
was presented ; but, said the splenetic diplomatist, “I took no
pleasure in it, nor held it any grace at all.” ¢She was
attired in a plain satin gown,” he continued, “with a velvet
hood to keep her from the weather, which became her very
ill. In my opinion, she is altered very much for the worse,
and was very grossly painted.” The three walked together
discoursing of trifles, much to the annoyance of Umton.
At last, a shower forced the lady into the house, and the
king soon afterwards took the ambassador to his cabinet.
“He asked me how I liked his mistress,” wrote Sir Henry
to Burghley, “and I answered sparingly in her praise, and
told him that if without offence I might speak it, I had
the picture of a far more excellent mistress, and yet did her
picture come far from the perfection of her beauty.”

“As you love me,” cried the king, “show it me, if you
have it about you!”

“I made some difficulty,” continued Sir Henry, “ yet upon
his importunity I offered it to his view very secretly, still
holding it in my hand. He beheld it with passion and
admiration, saying that I was in the right.” «I give in,”
said the king, ‘“Je me rends.”

Then, protesting that he had never seen such beauty
all his life, he kissed it reverently twice or thrice, Sir Henry
still holding the miniature firmly in his hand.

The king then insisted upon seizing the picture, and there
was a charming struggle between the two, ending in his
Majesty’s triumph.  He then told Sir Henry that he might
take his leave of the portrait, for he would never give it up
again for any treasure, and that to possess the favour of the
original he would forsake all the world. He fell into many
more such passionate and incoherent expressions of rhapsody,
as of one suddenly smitten and spell-bound with hapless love,
bitterly reproaching the ambassador for never having brought
him any answers to the many affectionate letters which he
had written to the queen, whose silence had made him
so wretched. Sir Henry, perhaps somewhat confounded at
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was undertaken by means of John Andrew Doria, with a
Spanish fleet from Genoa on the outside and a well-organised
conspiracy from within, to carry the city bodily over to Philip.
Had it succeeded, this great Mediterranean seaport would
have become as much a Spanish possession as Barcelona or
Naples, and infinite might have been the damage to Henry’s
fature prospects in consequence. Baut there was a man in
Marseilles, Petrus Libertas by name, whose ancestors had
gained this wholesome family appellation by a saccessful
effort once made by them to rescue the little town of Calvi,
in Corsica, from the tyranny of Genoa. Peter Liberty needed
no prompting to vindicate, on a fitting occasion, his right to
his patronymic. In conjunction with men in Marseilles who
hated oppression, whether of kings, priests, or renegade
republics, as much as he did, and with a secret and well-
arranged understanding with the Duke of Guise, who was
burning with ambition to render a signal benefit to the cause
which he had just espoused, this bold tribune of the people
succeeded in stirring the population to mutiny at exactly the

17 Feb. Tight moment, and in opening the gates of Mar-

1596.  geilles to the Duke of Guise and his forces before it
was possible for the Leaguers to admit the fleet of Doria into
its harbour. Thus was the capital of Mediterranean France
lost and won."® Guise gained great favour in Henry’s eyes,
and with reason; for the son of the great Balafré, who was
himself the League, had now given the League the stroke of
mercy. Peter Liberty became consul of Marseilles, and
received a patent of nobility. It was difficult, however, for
any diploma to confer anything more noble upon him than
the name which he had inherited, and to which he had so
well established his right.

But while Henry’s cause had thus been so well served
in the south, there was danger impending in the north. The
king had been besicging, since autumn, the town of La
Fere, an important military and strategic position, which had
been Farnese’s basis of operations during his memorable

'8 De Thou, xii. 613, seqq. 1. 116. Bor, IV. 177-179.
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Meantime Henry, who was at Boulogne, much disgusted at
this unexpected disaster, had sent couriers to the Netherlands,
demanding assistance of the States-GGeneral and of the stad-
holder. Maurice had speedily responded to the appeal.
Proceeding himself to Zeeland, he had shipped fifteen com-
panies of picked troops from Middelburg, together with
a flotilla laden with munitions and provisions enough to
withstand a siege of several weeks. When the arrangements
were completed, he went himself on board of a ship of war
to take command of the expedition in person.® On the 17th
of April he arrived with his succours off the harbour of
Calais, and found to his infinite disappointment that the
Rysbank fort was in the hands of the enemy.® As nota
vessel could pass the bar without almost touching that
fortress, the entrance to Calais was now impossible® Had
the incompetent Vidosan heeded the advice of his brave
Dutch officers, the place might still have been saved, for
it had surrendcred in a panic on the very day when the fleel
of Maurice arrived off the port.

Henry had lost no time in sending, also, to his English
allies for succour. The possession of Calais by the Spaniards
might well seem alarming to Elizabeth, who could not well
forget that up to the time of her sister this important
position had been for two centuries an English stronghold.
The defeat of the Spanish husband of an English queen had
torn from England the last trophies of the Black Prince, and
now the prize had again fallen into the hands of Spain; but
of Spain no longer in alliance, but at war, with England.
Obviously it was most dangerous to the interests and to the
safety of the English realm, that this threatening position, so
near the gates of London, should be in the hands of the most
powerful potentate in the world and the dire enemy of
England. In responsc to Ilenry's appeal, the Earl of Esscx
was despatched with a foree of six thousand men—raised
by express command of the queen on Sunday when the
people were all at church—to Dover, where shipping was

% Dor, IV, 188, °1 Ibid. % Ibid.
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be of four hundred, three hundred, and two hundred tons—
eight of each dimension—and the estimated expense of their
fitting cat for five months was 512,796 florins.”

Before the end of April, notwithstanding the disappoint-
ment occasioned in the Netherlands by the loss of Calais
which the States had so energetically striven to prevent,
the fleet under Admiral John of Duvenwoord, Seigneur of
Warmond. and Vice-Admirals Jan Gerbrantz and Cornelius
Leusen. had arrived at Plymouth, ready to sail with their
English allies®™ There were three thousand sailors of Holland
and Zeeland on beard, the best mariners in the world, and two
thousand two hundred picked veterans from the garrisons of
the Netherlands® These land-troops were English, but they
belcnged to the States’ army, which was composed of Dautch,
Gernuan, Walloon, Scotch, and Irish soldiers, and it was a
libersi concession on the part of the republican Government
to aliow them to serve on the present expedition. By the
terms of the treaty the queen had no more pover to send
these companies to invade Spain than to campaign against
Tvr Qwen in Ireland. while at a moment when the cardinal
snviizis tad s stronger and better-appomted army i
1¢rs tIZsn bad been seen for many vears in the pro-
vinxs it was 3 most hazardous experiment for the States
1o snd &0 ansidersbie a portion of their land and naval forees

= 8 distant adventure. It was also a serious blow to them

Jeirived for the whole season of that valiant and
{wx-i wzmmazder. Sir Franeis Vere, the most valuable
. ssve Lewis William. that Maurice had at his

e Yet Vere was to take command of this con
tivont tlus ot to the cvast of Spain, at the very moment

Ten the tlican army cught to issue from their winter

: it active opi-ntiwm in the field. The conse:
sooof tels diminuticn of their strength and drain upon
Thalr TORCUNYS Was that the Siates were unable to put at
army in the ficld during the current year, or make any
Attempe 87 8 CAMPEILE.

VORen VL Ges IS * Jbhid 191. » Ibid.
























the Flemish islands. as the Azores were then denominated.
Again Essex was vehemently disposed to steer at once for
that station, in onder to grasp so tempting a prize; again
he was strenuocusly supported by the Dutch admiral and
Vere, and azain Lord Howard peremptorily interdicted the
plan. It was contrary to his instructions and to his ideas of
duty, he said, to risk so valuable a portion of her Majesty’s
fleet un so doubtful a venture. His ships were not fitted
for « winter’s cruise, he urged. 'Thus, although it was the
very heart of midsummer, the fleet was ordered to sail
homeward.  The usual result of a divided command was
made manifest, and it proved in the sequel that, had they
sailed for the islands, they would have pounced at exactly
the right moment upon an unprotected fleet of merchant-
men, with cargocs valued at seven millions of ducats. Essex,
not being willing to undertake the foray to the Azores with






are ready to extend our bounty and affection in all ways
which may become a princess recompensing the virtues and
gratitude of a nation so worthy as yours.

“14th August, 1596, ¢

« EL1zABETH R.

This letter was transmitted by the admiral to the States-
General, who furnished him with a copy of it, but enrolled
the original in their archives; recording as it did, in the hand

4 The letter, translated of course
into Flemish, is given in full by Bor,
IV. 235 Incredible as it may seem,
Camden net enly makes no allusion to
this speeinl and memeridble service of
the Duteh Admird. and to the enthu-
slastic approlation bestowed upon him
and hi- comrdes by the queen, but
he never onee mentions him in his
account, save that towards the end of
a list of persons knighted after the

taking of the clty the name of John
van Duvenvord appears: The English
historian, indeed, carefully suppreses
the share taken by the sailors and
~oldicrs of the Dutch republic in the
expedition; searcely the fuintest aliu-
~sion being made to them from the e
vinning to the end of his narrative.
The whole afthir is represented o~ 2
purcly English adventure and English
triumph.
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bearskin to eell, but we are giving you a very good and
slutary piece of advice. It is for you to profit by it as you
may.”

« Where are these ships of war, of which you were
speaking ?”’ asked Burghley.

“They are at Rochelle, at Bordeaux, and at St. Malo,”
replied de Sancy.

« And these ports are not in the king’s possession,” said the
Lord Treasurer.

The discussion was growing warm. The Duke of Bouillm,
in order to put an end to it, said that what England had most
to fear was a descent by Spain upon her coasts, and that the
true way to prevent this was to give occupation to Philip's
army in Flanders. The soldiers in the fleet then preparing
were raw levies with which he would not venture to asai
her kingdom. The veterans in Flanders were the men on
whom he relied for that purpose. Moreover the queen, who
had great influence with the States-General, would procure
from them a prohibition of all commerce between the pro-
vinces and Spain; all the Netherlands would be lost to
Philip, his armies would disperse of their own accord; the
princes of Italy, to whom the power of Spain was a perpetusl
menace, would secretly supply funds to the allied powers, sud
the Germans, declared enemies of Philip, would furnish
troops.

Burghley asserted confidently that this could never be
obtained from the Hollanders, who lived by commerce alone.
Upon which Sancy. wearied by all these difficulties, inter
rupted the Lord Treasurer by exclaiming, “If the king ist
expect neither an alliance nor any succour on your part, be
will be very much obliged to the queen if she will be good
enough to inform him of the decision taken by her, in ordef
that he may, upon his side, take the steps most suitable
the present position of his affairs.” .

The session then terminated. Two days afterwards 1
another conference, Burghley offered three thousand men 08
the part of the queen, on condition that they should be raised
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Te Snmerr THE Serdar maltive would of course make
TEa Tmme gut e =mcerx shiald therefore be induced,
I r Dracs T Zessoes. B ssvant of the great incon-
“Zemee § irer 1m WG »k without a hint of com-
JUSIT. T eTTes T Tl IevesEary measures.  Philip ws
FUr-SAG-L W Yy 3 &SN the empire with considersble
irs pmuns T TTx—as thers oculd be no doubt that
ZumoT R o= 3ccer—bat in recompense it was
T——=arT i et 3 5Tz of the Romans in all respects
sCommrr m 1 Toers were three objections to the
=erm £ AT Wahie recent victories and great abilitios
Somel xm D I%7s qEnon to the crown.  Fimtly,
T was 4 2ERC vmtbekingdomsofﬂungaryand.
e orma s zeetvs o bereditary, and it was very im-
I rant Tk e 85wr f te Romans should sacceed to those
T = wis teeazse e ebctors and other princes having
Ir® wrin s izxicems would be unwilling to swear
Jm=T T T szmeralss ard as Albert was younger than his
IriCiers 3= ol asaonely expect to take by inheritance.
SomnIv Aen tad m property of his own, but the
: =1 153 the emperor might be made to
= I=xizme of the T}'IOI.
atd= for Albert to leave the Nether—
-::"‘f \cvtnhcleas it was sugoested by

VoD masyel sl is pr-:»"-)eed arrangements, that as Rudolph
iz the movernment altogether, Albert, as King
‘=3:s sni acting emperor, could very well take
= Netherlands as part of his whole realm.  Albert
l:r;";-‘ m:nz=over about to marry the Infanta, the handsome

;wry wiih he would receive with her from the king would
..-._x‘l_ tim to sustain his dignity.®

Ttus & Philip, who had been so industrious during the
many past vears in his endeavours to expel the heretic
Queen of England and the Huguenot Henry from the realms

& Relacion del Almirante, ubi sup. Letter of tho Admiral, 17 Dec. 15%
last cited.
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The ficet sailed on the 5th October under the command of

soe.  the Count Santa Gadea. Its immediate destination

15 was the coast of Ireland, where they were to find
some favourable point for disembarking the troops. Having
accomplished this, the ships, with the exception of a few light
veswls, were to take their departure and pass the winter
in Ferrol. In case the fleet should be forced by stress of
weather on the English coast, the port of Milford Haven in
Wales was to be seized, “because,” said Philip, « there are
great many Catholics there well affected to our cause, and
who have a special enmity to the English.” In case the
Exglish fleet should come forth to give battle, Philip sent
directions that it was to be conquered at once, and that after
the victary Milford Haven was to be firmly held.”

This was easily said. But it was not fated that this
expadition should be more triumphant than that of the
n'_\\\r.qnerable armada which had been so signally conquered
¢izht vears before. Scarcely had the fleet put to sea when
it was overtaken by a tremendous storm, in which forty ships
foan) .J\’d with five thousand men.® The shattered remnants
L % miv in Ferrol  There the ships were to refit, and in
3 :."“ z tL > attempt was to be renewed. Thus it was ever
22 King of Spain.  There was a placid unconsciousnes
¢x Lis part of defeat which sycophants thought sublime. Auwd
2% insensibility might have been sublimity had the monarch
hoen in }\ ~on on the deck of a frigate in the howlin

ing ship after ship go do“n before his eyes
and excring himself with tmnqml energy and skill ©

RANHS Sy Lis followers, and to preserve what remained
adwst fom destruction.  Certainly such exhibitions of humi

tericrity to the elements are in the highest degree inspiring

wther had shown himself on more than one occasion e
The King of France, too, bare-headed, i

wage. w e Il
WaEsi T T Al ..u(‘.

kis ion oorslet, leading a forlorn hope, and, by the pel'SOlli‘l
charm of kis valour. changing fugitives into heroes and defest

A Philp oo Alhersn 3 October, 1336, Arch. de Simancas MS.)
¥ Nk 0 [, 31 Dvcember, 1396, Ibid.)  Reyd, 297,
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sy ot Feurans eemws Swun — Yok » Tosheet — Retrest of
T e cmner — et ead stmck — Deamoicion of the Speaish
OO —sreusnr O SCTHER O Cuums — Ingewed military sciesn
— R = e g e i — T oopmirr n Pomoe— Atck @
Aer v o Sy —Ses o Tenmr o the aty — De Romy's
B IT RemSCEMY § ik Inmaees —Jdtinery and speculation — Philip's
iz - o+ ove— Efien o T e — Ramewal of perscostin
W e SsEcy—Dirmomun wrwes Tk sné Croiian — Eavoy from
= L= - Fuwd v e Hwrw v pemi fir yeonciBation with Philp
— fr <twonw persmoe 8 Vet Exmbeth — Molitary evots—
L T axeme — Fome npenaos of Qe omdaderste powers apaind
s —Emmes 7 e Irnes Emin sucer of Macriee — R«hdnd'
i et Wk TR S Lnoex —Saryendr of Bihdnberg—
T AT — o f Sou — Saoamr and taking of Brevoort—
T TLaS T O Idacleis Jcmscwan. Ci-rxaal and Lingen — Rebellin
T Tr “oamst oo I AICw-r3 wnd Gieri— Progress of the pesot
T 7 Ter eTwe1 SerT ani Py — Bedstives of the three confodent
T v — S eeme froremeinaT wik Spain— His scceptance of
T om e s v lesen AILTENSD 3 Eomatest — Esdeavoars for s gennl

Tz . I s tal eosed wht an abortive attempt of Philip
100l iw hvimhe :"‘I‘.L.;—Ihr: oonquest of England. The
. Toar gezesl whk s spirtad effort of Prince Maurice b0
. .Trs 1ot sl i the oper field with the veteran legionsof

Tomrizn iz Brstart was an open village—the largest it
&~ the N _;._----—lvmt about twenty-five English ! mils
it am=t & dir=t line south from Gertruydenberg. It w8

.27 s far distant in an easterly direction from Antwerp
anl wus ate utGve miles nearer Breda than it was to Gertru
dentero

At this place the cardinal-archduke had gathered a cor
giderable force, numbering at least four thousand of his bet

infantry, with several squadrons of cavalry, the whole under
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La Corde with twelve companies of Dutch and Zeelanders.
In front of the last troop under La Corde marched the com-
mander of the artillery, with two demi-cannon and two field-
pieces, followed by the ammunition and baggage trains.
Hohenlo arrived just as the march was beginning, to whom
the stadholder, notwithstanding their frequent differences,
commaunicated his plans, and entrusted the general command
of the cavalry. That force met the expedition at Osterhout,
a leazue’s distance from Gertruydenberg, and consisted of the
best mounted companies, English and Dutch, from the gar
risons of Breda, Bergen, Nymegen, and the Zutphen districts.

It was a dismal, drizzly, foggy morning ; the weather
charyging to steady rain as the expedition advanced. There
had been alternate frost and thaw for the few previous weeks,
acd had that condition of the atmosphere continued the
adveature could not have been attempted. It had now turned
cvapletely to thaw.  The roads were all under water, and the
march was safficiently difficult. Nevertheless, it was possible;
0 the stout Hollanders, Zeelanders, and Englishmen struggled
oz manfally. shoulder to shoulder, through the mist and the
rzire. By nightiall the expedition had reached Ravels, at
less than 3 league’s distance from Turnhout, having accom-
pishad wnder the circumstances, a very remarkable march
of over twenty miless A stream of water, the Neethe, one of
the tmitutaries of the Scheld, separated Ravels from Turnhot,
and was crossed by a stone bridge. It was an anxious moment
Muusice discovered by his scouts that he was almost within
<ot of several of the most famous regiments in the
i< army lying fresh, securely posted, and capable d
maxing an attack at any moment. He instantly threw for-
wani Manvllus Bax with four squadrons of Bergen cavalr,
wio Cadad as they were by their day’s work, were to watch
the ridse that night, and to hold it against all comers aud
at evory hasanld

Uiie Spanish commander, on his part, had reconnoitred the
advancing toe, for it was impossible for the movement to have
been so secret or so swift over those inundated roads as to be
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me=. e e Tvex wlash Ae=d by the village had risen
M IF AT 2w badks and eculd with difficulty be
e A A17 ZOMS $Ale INEre was Do permanent bridge,
s w e wak A3 Bavess  The retreating Spaniards bad
D Tl T WSTOCE & BEYOW passage, where a roughly-
smssnel oaasewsy f planks had enabled the infantry to
=S 2 WILAS AT i sngle file, while the cavalry had
fomuaed armmzy m tess they might. Those who were
AN B3 e Aavary reported that beyond this defile
ers Wk & Ipuated Reath a keague in extent, full of farze
Eul TRt where & wocki be easy enough for Varar to
tav T uF sny I batzke arrav. and conceal it from view.
Marmivs avwms w0 browskt information that the Spanish
~mmanir e =R} 8 Save of mosketeers to guard the pes
Swrs A5 W Bt emd

Tix yeimsd wxy Lke sn ambush In the opinion of
Tk, X Nims and of Sidnev. an advance was not to be
twmrs <f: awi ¥ the adventure seemed perilous to such
usIT Al egeia-ai campaigners as these three, the stad-
2w wirke wel hmne. Nevertheless, Maurice had made
s —_:.'. S Frizds Vere and Marcellus Bax confirmed
= = Iy Ier— s atd spoke fiercely of the disgrace
wi = woin.l > Tpon the arms of the republic if nov,
sZer Litms Tair s dav's march 1o meet the enemy, they
saoiioToe 1 ]:aek:upnhlm_]u:tashewasdomghls
TesSTIoIRNAI

2 leave tasizal Zom the prince, these two champions,
s Toslsiesm snd e Hadlander, spurred their bors
1ir ook {1 armw pass with the waters up to the saddlebov
1 1i: Z2el of 8 mer: handful of troopers, not more thans
=:z i al. Two hundred musketeers followed, picking
w57 siross tbe plazks As they emerged into the oped
sruniy iewozil e Spanish soldiers guarding the pasagt
S T a2 Srirx s shot. Such was alread) the discouraging
%1 produad upen veterans by the unespected order given
1..57 morning to retreat. Vere and Bax sent word for all the
Cavalry to sdvance at once, and meantime hovered about
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Tins Se onams n the front sad the Neapolitans in the
>ur Tuf e Smcsecasly shattered, and rolled together
wen A T Qer mraemta thowe of Hachicourt and la
Tacute. 1312 were paved between them.  Nor did these
owge fr A7 bitier msstamce. but were paralysed and
et mc i cXstamte Eke the rest.  In less than an hour
e Spaail oy was A:msolished.  Varax himself lay desd
1o A Besl ww dxtrIate mX to survive his disgrace It
w177 e susa Saviight on that dull Januvary morning;
ame: -"cek Ll seaowe chieed from the old brick steeples of
T vt %) tocsand Spaniards had fallen before the
auwws X =it damired Netherlanders, and there were five
Imml prasmers tesade.  Of Maurice's army not more than
UM T wn were dame  The story sounds like a wild legend
Iz was as T 3 arm of each Netherlander had been nerved
‘t;en:m’hsiiﬁtmofoumge,uifthespectzeof
fec minsery of erime bad appalled the soul of every
Scucu~i  Lixe a ttamderbolt. the son of William the Silent
amicte as arey o Fhilip, and in an instant it lay blasted o
e 2eas® of ol Ax least it could bardly be called sage
;s ~ereraddkp oo the part of the stadholder.  The chances
wir: Al A= Bi— acd if instead of Varax those legions
el Tewz swz—anial that morning by old Chnstopher

¥-cimzs o thers mizbt perhaps have been another tale to
%o Iw:iz as 3 was there had been a supreme moment
| O Sj :1 disaster had nearly been changed to

vi:n.rv. Tie Z:ht was almost done, when a small party of
Sians’ wvalcy. who at the beginning of the action bad
{ . waltis enemvs horse in its sudden retreat through the
Ssp. wame whiriing back over the plmn in wild confusion,
i'::\,-\. t¥ ateut forty of the enemy’s lancers. They swept
bv the stet where Maurice, with not more than ten horsemen
ar und Lim. was directinz and watching the battle, and in
wain the prince threw himself in front of them and strove to
chevk their dight.  They were panic-struck, and Maurice
would himself have been swept off the field, had not Marcellus
Bax and Edmont, with half a dozen heavy troopers, come to
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o muss -2 dwetwabers Those holy men goaded her
# St wSm 3= ur Yer that she was the devil's carrion, and
=i W L= ir repemt at the last moment, and thus save

Iz anl ==:age sterzal damnation beside. But the poor
svn uei 1 ac i them and eried out that, like Stephen,
Ste &% e aves gening. and the angels stooping down
T *mInT = - awar from the power of the evil one.
W1rg T same o 1o bav-field they found the pit already
Sur. sl e wmiZ-arvant was ondered to descend into it
Tz sxsrToTesr them oovered ber with earth up to the waist,
aul 3 2e< STTMoes was made to ber to renounce her erron
S mfpsel snd then the earth was piled upon her, and the
nrmir mmped upa the grave till it was flattened and
irm. *

<% o T n:l3micas murders done in that hideous sixteenth
=TTt Naderlands the burial of the Antwerp servant:
Tl was 23= 1S and the worst.  The worst, because it was
s ran ani d:liherate attempt to revive the demon whoe
21w i tdond bad been at last allaved, and who had suk
Z-: emoss. A3 it was a spasmodic revival only, for, in the
ToUTILe~s &1 l=ash. that demon had finished his work.

2l = iIs -usterz torders of what was called civilization,
Tzrs 2zl o Lrisise were contending for the mastery. The
=l ¢ K.v-sd bad decided nothing, and the crescent
Lze :vir ke fortified and most important Hungarisn

.- —

st2 720 11 o7 Rash. within arm’s length of Vienna. How
m=1.iLx izl slat fatal and menacing emblem fill its horny
sL.im .z te planted on the walls of the Imperisl
cs1:2a. ) It was pot wonderful that a sincere impatience

2 te felt by all the frontier States for the termination
izsurrection of the Netherlands. Would that rebellious
anl horetixsl republic only consent to go out of existence,
azain bow s stubborn knee to Philip and the Pope, what
8 masridoent campaign might be made against Mahomet!
The King of Spain was the only potentate at all comparable

'8 Bor, Meteren, ubi sup.
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famaci="'v Prgestamt Sweden and of orthodox Poland, and
whr wis moeecver, sso-in-law of Archduke Charles of Styris
—vimaecm-&-zhﬂmmtobeesponsedbythe
Prmn: of Scain—was perscnally and gmgnphmal]v interested
I “tersaur Pralip from the inconvenience of his Netherland
wxr. %y s amld he hope to bring the Spanish power
uw iz rewwn: o Chritendom against the Turk. Troubles
anmrl wae T e fr Sesmund in his hereditary northem
s &pi be wae > learn that his intermarriage with the
e Caxdidic awd Imperial house did not enable him t)
Tanze: ot Prtestantism in those hardy Scandinavian
smi Fimi® regims where it had taken secure root. Mean-
T 1 dagatehed. in solemn mission to the republic and
¥ i hreo: queen. a diplomatist whose name and whose
a3z =fwrs have by a eaprice of history been allowed to
Iy W AT tmes
Tsr” Is’v= was solemnly received at the Hague on the
e 2isJdn? A pngmahcal fop, attired in a long,
¥ yuagnidcent Polish robe, covered with diamonds snd
= =l be was vat recogmised by some of those present
55 237s = Fers severs! vears beforea s student at Leyden under
s DTimery same and with far less gorgeous surroundmﬂ&
E: vx =¢ ¥ pesiticn in the council-chamber, in the

T Tex

svmos of th: =adblder and the leading members of the

Stetesivzemsl. and prooounced a long La.tm oration, i

1o mam=sr as it was said of a monk delivering a sermop
P ‘.':.r' _r-:'.'.“':. He kept his eves steadily fixed on the
NItz onaver anoe lc-:king at the men whom he ws
siivsstz awd speaking in a loud, nasal, dictatorial tone

not st sl L‘\éible to the audience. He dwelt in terms of
¢XTmsvasssi exloaey on the benignity and gentleness of the
Kirs -7 Sradn—jualities in which he asserted that no prinee
e ramh oeculd be compared to him—and he said this t
the very face of Maurice of Nasauw. That the benignant

and gentle King had caused the stadholder’s father to be

¥ Rer IV, 822834, Revd. 304-305. B Reyd, ubi sup.
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g.
Tean——1 e a2l I was now necessary for the king
G ST W 1S smewrw &S a0 Lis resources to recover that
moerast =TT S X2 damace to the cause of the re
e kD € T 22w ks Lad the little yellow Spenish
=z —Femsl T oas s with his bags of chestnuts and
wanTs e seos o A=iers lasted nearly six months, and
s T T svmg of 1 campaign, so far as Henry was
smerzeel 733 Te—as the reader has already seen, and as
¥ 2oL I mes =easy developed—that Henry's heart had
e i3l m zesce froe the moment that he consented in
sREL e w=t e repablic to declare war, and that he
neT =moemwl oo oserrst and separate negotiations for that
T win e azents of Philip so soon as he had bound
Mm-S tw sn=z= egvenant with Elizabeth to have mo
Tr QDTS wossevsT with him except with her full know-
Iz Al mosxy

T2 Srezz ol A=¥ers however, was considered a military
IS oTien:. &1 ks whole progress showed the revolution
w232 %= sadtadder of Holland bad already effected in
Forgea- wafam:.  Henry IV. beleaguered Amieuns as if he
== & 12rl of Mazrix, and contemporaries were enthust
22 s:-2: the patience, the inventive ingenuity
sl wsro st st erowned with success.  The heroic
1= & Pmo Carrero was killed in a sortie during

¢ tL= place which he had so gallantly won,

. azd when the c-m was surrendered to the king
e " othe leth of Siptember it was stipulated in
t&s Zmstoamtisie of the capitulation that the tomb, epltaph
and troplies, by which his memory was honoured in the
prin-ipal chureh, should not be disturbed, and that his body
migl.t e removel whenever and whither it seemed good to
his sovereizn.  In vain the cardinal had taken the field
with ax army of cizhteen thousand foot and fiftecen hundred
light cavalry. The king had learned so well to entrench
himself and to moderate his ardour for inopportune pitched
battles, that the relieving force could find no occasion to effect
its purpose. The archduke retired. He came to Amiens like
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The fleet was tempest-tossed for ten days, during which
reached the threatened coast and was blown off again. |
returned at last into the English ports, having accomplishe
nothing, and having expended superfluously a considersbl
amount of money and trouble. Essex, with a few of th
vessels, subsequently made a cruise towards the Azores, bu
beyond the capture of a Spanish merchantman or two, gaine
no glory and inflicted no damage.®

Nothing could be feebler than the military operations «
the three confederated powers ever since they had so solemnl
confederated themselves.

Sick at heart with the political intrigues of his allie
which had brought a paralysis upon his arms which tl
blows of the enemy could hardly have effected, Maurice toc
the field in August for an autumnal campaign on the easte
frontier of the republic. Foiled in his efforts for a combin
attack by the whole force of the league upon Philip’s pow
in the west, he thought it at least expedient to liberate t
Rhine, to secure the important provinces of Zutphen, Geld:
land, and Overyssel from attack, and to provide against t
dangerous intrigues and concealed warfare carried on by Sps
in the territories of the mad Duke of Juliers, Cleves a
Berg.  For the seeds of the Thirty Years’ War of Germa
were already sown broadcast in those fatal duchies, and
was the determination of the agents of Spain to acquire t
mastery of that most eligible military position, that excelle
sedes belli, whenever Protestantism was to be assailed
England, the Netherlands, or Germany.

Meantime the Hispaniolated counsellors of Duke John b
strangled—as it was strongly suspected—his duchess, w
having gone to bed in perfect health one evening was fou
dead in her bed next morning, with an ugly mark on !
throat ;* and it was now the purpose of these statesmen
find a new bride for their insane sovereign in the ever rea
and ever orthodox house of Lorraine® And the Protests

32 Bor, IV. 335-337. Camden, 529-535. 3 Reyd, 319. 3 Ibid
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Eul 3l Sheeae eomm: 8 extracrdinarly, monstrously ricka
I D e 3 aEvmz L®

CETD el hE amcere wish that this was true, bt
smi m T ~wacww. sl ke knew too well what exteme
Tl Lul 00T e Sasssdremeral bad in providing fox
= FDemEs X b war a»d I extracting the necesary
imuis Tun e vachws communities This would hardly
W T o ware sk greast wealth in the land as was
TMurnel o0 Kad the Emgiich counsellors protested that
T v P s Uwaamg with the enemy at every
b N

. = rpesae of peace or war itself the repaublican
Opumucsss w=re &z tafi-d as to the true intentions of
2w TrrtEn Gorerzwers — As the queen is fine and false,”
- Masrms Havreé, cbeerving and aiding in the various
mr'n&mm»mvmanls, and her council
™I e sam™e sy i practising towards the Hollanders
s awie gracsrcm. On the one band she induces them to
e w4 semeral peace. On the other, her adherents, terx
& T®=v: = ne=ter of those who govern Holland and hsre
ereiz whi ibe pecpde. insist that the true interest of the
s = 13 a ccciinuanon of the war.” ©

Bz Zivro 53i:02 in diplomatic chicane as he undoubted ¥
®ai .20 Zave Zznd i didicalt to find any man of intellx —
S:n~ ot iZuelow in tuar rebellious commonwealth, of whie I
Ze $as 1Zo¥ & =ervaci who had any doubt on that subjec®-
I 2wl o Enzlish argument to persuade Olden-Bamerel
aci 2z ot statesmen who guided the destiny of €

rerabln tlat peace would be destruction.  Moreover, thel €
k. g2ot.n that toth the queen and Burghley would bav €
bevn truly cmateiul had the States-General been willing 9
make pzace and return to the allegiance which they bad loo8
sinee :t'tll'lh‘d
Nevertheless it is dificult to say whether there were at
this mement more of animosity in Elizabeth’s mind tow:

& Caron's Jdesputeh, last cited. * Ibid.
& Dueventer. 169, from the Belgian Archives. Havré to Archduke Albert
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became more and more minute, however, of Henry’s intrigue
with Albert, Philip, and Clement, the queen grew mox
angry.

She told Caron that she was quite aware that the kin
16 Nov.  had long been in communication with the cardinal

1597. emissaries, and that he had even sent some of hi
principal counsellors to confer with the cardinal himself af
Arras, in direct violation of the stipulations of the league
She expressed her amazement at the king’s conduct; for
she knew very well, she said, that the league had hardly
been confirmed and sworn to, before he was treating with
secret agents sent to him by the cardinal. ¢ And now,” she
continued, “they propose to send an ambassador to inform me
of the whole proceeding, and to ask my advice and consent
in regard to negotiations which they have, perchance, entirely
concluded.”

She further informed the republican envoy that the king
had recently been taking the ground in these dealings with
the common enemy ; that the two kingdoms of France and
England must first be provided for; that when the basis
between these powers and Spain had been arranged, it would
be time to make arrangements for the States, and that it
would probably be found advisable to obtain a truce of three
or four years between them and Spain, in which interval the
government of the provinces might remain on its actusl
footing. During this armistice the King of Spain was to
withdraw all Spanish troops from the Netherlands, in conse-
quence of which measure all distrust would by degrees
vanish, and the community, becoming more and more en
couraged, would in time recognise the king for theirsove
reign once more.™

This, according to the information received by Elizabet 1
from her resident minister in France, was Ienry's schem
for carrying out the principles of the offensive and defensive
league, which only the year before he had so solemnly com
cluded with the Duteh republic. Instead of assisting that

7 Caron o States-CGieneral, 19 Nov. 1597, Deventer, ii. 161-164.
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With this philosophical—and in the mouth of
Tudor, surely very liberal—reflection, the queen te:
the interview with the republican envoy.

Meantime the conferences with the special ambas
France proceeded. For, so soon as Henry had ec
all his arrangements, and taken his decision to ac
very profitable peace offered to him by Spain, he
that air of frankness which so well became him, and
avowed his intention of doing what he had alreac
Hurault de Maisse arrived in England not long be
time when the peace-commissioners were about ass
at Vervins. He was instructed to inform her Maje
he had done his best to bring about a general allianc
European powers from which alone the league c¢
between England, France, and the Netherlands wot
derived substantial strength.™

But as nothing was to be hoped for from Gern
England offered but little assistance, and as France
hausted by her perpetual conflicts, it had become n
for the king to negotiate for a peace. He now w
prove, therefore, to the queen, as to a sister to whon
under such obligations, that the interests of Engla
as dear to him as those of France.

The proof of these generous sentiments did not, !
seem 80 clear as could be wished, and there were very
debates, so soon as the ambassador found himself
ference with her Majesty’s counsellors. The Englis
men bitterly reproached the French for having thu:
thrown away the alliance between the two conntr
they iusisted upon the duty of the king to fulfil his
engagements,

The reply was very frank and very decided. Kir
De Maisse, never make treaties except with the taci
tion to embrace cvery thing that may be useful t
and carcfully to avoid every thing prejudicial to
terests.™

7 De Then, xiii. 206, segq.. 1. 120, # Ibid.






stzpls delarution of Richardot®

The que=n protested that she would never consent to a
pean- with Spain, except with the knowledze and consent of
the States.  De Maisse replied that the king was of the
same mind. upen which her Majesty remarked that in that
case he Lad better have apprised her and the States of his
futentions before teating alone and secretly with the enemy.
The envoy denied that the king had been treating.  He had
cnly been listening to what the King of Spain had to propese,
and suggestine his own wishes and intentions.  The queen
re-joined that thiz was treating if anything was, and certainly
hoer Majesty waz in the right if the term has any meanin?
at all.

Elizzdbeth further repreachfully observed, that althouch

S e e Sttes-Generadl 10 Deecmaber, 1507 00 R0 an Desenter
16516 ~ 1hid.
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IOTSes . A e S WS THallv W the effect that both
Tizadl bl Fmars vem: Tz epeach to abandon the
ke £ W Nteranis peovaial coly that they coud
aRall SIS T LTRIMrmr 35 S hemselves

Tm 2r MoTen mmackad o Richandot that in all ther
WA MOEE b ST femd: cing had been said o the
e o Tmupaml o vaom e Seates were under so grest
DOZLNA L PING WA taeY would never enter into
AlT Y RNGOS

ZamLSIE STl WS the queen bkad very sagaciowly
e Tuiad i e sk of ber own kinpdom, and had kept np
e I swirTwters s in order to shelter herself. There
v moes Siheasy ie tois kady, be said, than for any of the
=t Sl uwd shoen herself very obstinate, and had dove
iem a roas ol of mischief  They knew very well tht
21+ Rmr € Fmacee 331 mot love ber.  Nevertheless, as they
pl sl TOC & Dereral peace, they were willing to trest
VT Ier A wol A8 WEA e others®

4 Vernal mes Var Lox Mg cfied by Deventer. il 173,
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nfirm-: *w Yer a2 King's mind was irrevocably fixed
m ocewr. S ommosimted, however, the advice of ber
fgzt-xn 2 av. 1z [72xe of Bciilon, that they should openly
sores e Deer—Iitaliia to continue the war, notwith-
m'_*_'..:n; vt iz Madesties of England and France
waesl 3 vaveis 12> the counsels of Bouillon to the
amTowrs vere ey opposed to those of Cecil, and it was
- Inoez 3 e thas the duke was himself sincerely
sxros Tas ©e kKo shaald refose the pacific offers of
Sou
N:ix moemz ik April. they were received at the gates
OF T SRS Y O *rannrof:\npn and the commandant
<f R Tmwdd of A=mhars attended by a splendld retinue, and
wire ~mIosed ¢ the King. rhomwalhng in the garden
of bz Fommass. Eeory received them with great demonstrs-
s :f mespevt. asscricg them that he considered the Stater
wereryl e best acd most faithful friends that he possessed
= woohl and that be had always been assisted by them
Eme :f i cumost peed with resoluteness and affection
e ;L’t"lk f the English ambassador, accompanied by
: o+ tamw i o7 Frazee and several other persons, soon
i : IZtexvizw 10 a termination.  Barneveld then pre
wziel wveml ~vrdemen attacked to the mission, especially
R SE S 3retina then a lad of fifteen, but who bad
sz:h distinetion at Levden that Scaliger
szs. Doasa. and other professors, foretold
I tevme more famous than Erasmus. The
womv 4l viry omilaly reveived by the king, who subs-
ST WeD oSy cial marks of his consideration upon
zilEl Groetits
% same day the betrothal of Monsieur Casar with the
-%the Duke of Mercceur was celebrated, and there
: much dancing and banqueting at the castle
It was cbvicus encugh to the envovs that the matter of peac
and war was devided.  The general of the Franciscans, sent
by the poje. had been flitting very busily for many months
tetween Rome. Madrid. Brussels. and Paris, and there could
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CHAPTER XXXV.

Srun.mml‘mnﬂ‘pm Conclusion of the treaty of peace—
Fornase o S aT-cunve of tte French nobles — Transfer of the Netherlands
T ATyl Imdwis — Marriage of the Infante and the Infants — Illnes
o TuTy I — Bre"be cxxzre of his malady — His last hours and desth
— Zevrw of 13 iz — Extent of the 8panish dominions — Causes of the
o-saes X Scu=. sl of its downfall — Philip’s wars and their expenss
— T Torwr wvern of Spain — Character of the people — Their ino

oo wellrcren — Gasegaert deficiency of labour — Ecclesiastical Go
wrme: — Sremmes of e Church — Characteristics of the Spanish clergy
—Fraz ammerse of Spain — Governmental system of Philip IL—
¥ umisi @ == popelar iraeance and superstition — Extinction of liberty
T Stwy — The Briv Ingzisiion — The work and character of Philip.

W=x = tierly barren conferences had been going on st
Azs3:xs and Nantes between Henry IV, and the republiesn
szvevs iR nsoveiations had been proceeding at Vervins,
T~ izt Rahasist on behalf of Spain, and Secretary of
Sur Vilimey ss ovmmissioner of Henry, were the chief

s3Taintances, two ancient Leaguers, two Dbitter
s estazts and rebels, two thorough adepts in diple-
TR ‘:ﬁ::‘. they went into this contest like gladiators
w.oothomouzilvoun forstond and respected each other’s skill
N.lanint was mevonised by all as the sharpest and most
s peiltician in the obedient Netherlands, Villeroy
::ed every intrigue of France during a whole gene-
mion of mankind, They scarcely did more than measure
swonis and test each other's objects, before arriving at a con-
on as to the inevitable result of the encounter.
h was cbvious at once to Villeroy that Philip was deter-
minad to make peace with France in order that the triple
alliance might be broken up. It was also known to the

! Relazion del Presidente Richardot, April, 1598, (Arch. de Simancas MS.)
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thirty-three millions of pounds sterling, as the whole net
revenue of the greatest empire that had ever existed in the
world, when compared with the accumulated treasures over
which civilized and industrious countries can now dispose?
Thaus the power of levying men and materials in kind con-
stituted the chief part of the royal power, and, in truth, very
little revenue in money was obtained from Milan or Naples,
or from any of the outlying European possessions of the
crown.

Eight millions a year were estimated as the revenue fron
the eight kingdoms incorporated under the general name of
Castile, while not more than six hundred thousand came from
the three kingdoms which constituted Arragon. The chief
sources of money receipts were a tax of ten per cent
upon sales, paid by the seller, called Alcavala, and the
Almoxarifalgo or tariff upon both imports and exports
Besides these imposts he obtained about eight hundred
thousand dollars a year by selling to his subjects the privilege
of eating eggs upon fast-days, according to the permission
granted him by the pope in the bull called the Cruzads®
He received another annual million from the Sussidio and
the Excusado. The first was a permission originally given
by the popes to levy six hundred thousand dollars a yesr
upon ecclesiastical property for equipment of a hundred war-
galleys against the Saracens, but which had more recently
established itself as a regular tax to pay for naval hostilities
against Dutch and English heretics—a still more malignant
species of unbelievers in the orthodox eyes of the period
The Excusado was the right accorded to the king always to
select from the Church possessions a single benefice and to
appropriate its fruits—a levy commuted generally for four
hundred thousand dollars a year. Besides these regular
sources of income, large but irregular amounts of money were
picked up by his Majesty in small sums, through monks sent
about the country simply as beggars, under no special license,
to collect alms from rich and poor for sustaining the war

14 Soranzo. 15 Ibid.
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hizh semw of booour, a reverence for law—the course of the
matoal hiors had proved as ingenicusly bad a system of
general edweation as could well be invented.

Th> etcrmal coatests, centary afier century, upon the soil
of Spaim between the crescent and the cross, and the remem-
brance of the ancient days in which Oriental valour and
genins hal almast extirpated Germanic institations and
Chnistian faith from the peninsula, had inspired one grest
peo:a «f the mases with a hatred, amounting almost to in-
saziTy. towards every form of religion except the Church of
Rowne. towards every race of mankind except the Goths and
Vandals Innate reveremce for established authority hsd
expandal into an intensity of religious emotion and intos
famaticiam of lovalty which cansed the anointed monarch
leaiing troe believers against infidels to be accepted as s
god  The highest industrial and scientific civilization that
bad been exhibited upon Spanish territory was that of Moo
and Jews. When in the course of time those races had been
sutucated, massacred, or driven into exile, not only ws
Spain deprived of its highest intellectual culture and its most
proizetive iaboar, buat intellizence, science, and industry were
acvzrnted degrading. because the mark of inferior and detested
feopies

z2 sentiment of self-esteem, always a national charac
teristic, assumed an almost ludicrous shape. Not a ragged
Bisx:van muleteer. not a swineherd of Estremadura, that did
1 imagine himself 3 nobleman because he was not of African
Not a half-starved ignorant brigand, gaining bis
living ¢a the highways and byways by pilfering or assassing-
tion. that did not kneel on the church pavement and listen to
orisons in an ancient tongue, of which he understood not 8
svllable, with a sentiment of Christian self-complacency to
which Gedirey of Bouillon might have been a stranger.
Espevially those born towards the northern frontier, and
therefore farthest removed from Moorish contamination, were
proudest of the purity of their race. To be an Asturian or s
Gallician, however bronzed by sun and wind, was to be fur-
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stratum—the millions namely of the ¢ Accursed,” of the
Africans, and last and vilest of all, the ¢ blessed ” descendants
of Spanish protestants whom the Holy Office had branded
with perpetual infamy® because it had burned their pro-
genitors—this was the People; and it was these paupers and
outcasts, nearly the whole nation, that payed all the imposts
of which the public revenue was composed. The great nobles,
priests, and even the hidalgos, were exempt from taxation.®
Need more be said to indicate the inevitable ruin of both
government and people ?

And it was over such a people, and with institutions like
these, that Philip II. was permitted to rule during forty-
three years. His power was absolute.® With this single
phrase one might as well dismiss any attempt at speck
fication. He made war or peace at will with foreign nations.
He had power of life and death over all his subjects. He had
unlimited control of their worldly goods. As he claimed
supreme jurisdiction over their religious opinions also, he was
master of their minds, bodies, and estates. As a matter of
course, he nominated and removed at will every executive
functionary, every judge, every magistrate, every military or
civil officer ; and moreover, he not only selected, according to
the license tacitly conceded to him by the pontiff, every
archbishop, bishop, and other Church dignitary, but, through
his great influence at Rome, he named most of the cardinals,
and thus controlled the election of the popes. The whole
machinery of society, political, ecclesiastical, military, was in
his single hand. There was a show of provincial privilege
here and there in different parts of Spain, but it was but the -
phantom of that ancient municipal liberty which it had been
the especial care of his father and his great-grandfather to

8 ¢ Segnati e notati di perpetunin-  zione di tutti i beneficii ceclesiastivl
famin— vivono quindi disperati ed  delle tre ordini di cavallerin . . . .
arrabbiatissimi.” » Soranzo.  crea li Presidenti li Vice-re, li Luoge

% ¢ J{a assoluto imperio sopra le vite ' tenenti, Governatori, Capitani, i gene
o facolta delli sudditi, @ libero padron | rali degli eserciti e delle armate, e per
della pace ¢ delln guerra, ha picna | la grande autorith che tiene con i
potesth sopra l¢ leggl, sopra la gius- | Pontefici si pud dire che faccia ancos
tizia e sopra le grazic, ha la nomina- | i Cardinali,”’—Soranzo,






















PHILIP'S OBJECT NOT REALIZED. 543

his death to a net income of some four millions of dollars.
His armies, which had been the wonder of the age in the
earlier period of his reign for discipline, courage, and every
quality on which military efficiency depends, were in his
later ycars a horde of starving, rebellious brigands, more
formidable to their commanders than to the foe. Mutiny
was the only organised military institution that was left in
his dominions, while the Spanish Inquisition, which it was
the fell purpose of his life from youth upwards to establish
over the world, became a loathsome and impossible nuisance
everywhere but in its natal soil.

If there be such a thing as historical evidence, then
is Philip II. convicted before the tribunal of impartial
posterity of every crime charged in his indictment. Ho
lived seventy-one years and three months, he reigned forty-
three years. He endured the martyrdom of his last illness
with the heroism of a saint, and died in the certainty of
immortal bliss as the reward of his life of evil.
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ally enzemplated His work was given to the public in the
weus 1755 and was studied with avidity not only by men of
sxci:nce bat by merchants and seafarers. He also added to
the revrd of his Indian experiences a practical manual for
mavizawrs. He described the course of the voyage from
Liastvn two the East. the currents, the trade-winds and
memsovns. the barbours. the islands, the shoals, the sunken
rocks and dungerves quicksands, and he accompanied his
work with various mape and charts, both general and special,
of land ami water. rarely delineated before his day, as well
& by varicos astronomical and mathematical calculations
Alrewiy a countryman of his own, Wagenaar of Zeeland, had
Iai! the mariners of the world under special obligation bys
manual which came into sach universal use that for centuries
afterwards the sailors of England and of other eountries
called their indispensable vade-mecum a Wagenaar. Butin
that text-book bat little information was afforded to easter
vovugers, bevanse, before the enterprise of Linschoten, little
was known of the Orient except to the Portuguese and
Spanianis by whom nothing was communicated.

The work of Linschoten was a source of wealth, both from
the sclentide treasures which it ditffused among an active and
tatellizent pecpls, and the impulse which it gave to that
direct trad= between the Netherlands and the East which
had been so long deferred. and which now came to relieve the
somimeres of the republic. and therefore the republic itself,
frow tie danser of positive annibilation.

It is not necessary for my purpose to describe in detail the
serles of voyazes by way of the Cape of Good Hope which,
beginning with the adventures of the brothers Houtmann at
this period. and with the circumnavigation of the world by
Olivier van Noonl, made the Dutch for a long time the
leading Christian nation in those golden regions, and which
carried the United Netherlands to the highest point of pros-
perity and power. The Spanish monopoly of the Indian and
the Pacitic Ocean was effectually disposed of, but the road
was not a new road, nor did any striking discoveries at this
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of T=ao Brmae ami e fret in that Iine of typographen
w0 Mk e I ames. eomxtitated an epoch in cosmo-
oo luwGer schmc <ebwt of geography lived in
Anseerum. Frer Pancns by same a Calvinist preacher,
s me X e oK xeres sml intolerant of his cloth. In
m ure Mui 3 vuncey wih had not yet thoroughly leamed
D ewmn Bt by kouireds of thousands of murden
ammmed 9% s rtcdsx Church. be was one of those who
maiered e sEREaskn A a sew dogma and a new hier
araT. A 1w atwd xy and a new church, in place of the
aui mes s scsiwswy ressht for fifty vears of perpetnal
awcdsimi.  Nacher Tarquesads nor Peter Titelmann cond
W e wrwreiy sbiawred a Jew or a Calvinist tha
Foor fManeme detested a Lotheran, or any other of the
Towimy Tmhe of remwserants. That the intolerance of himself
miiise:m‘aiammnﬁvdwﬁen-wds,andwund
mas Saeead 3 23 wtonl boming alive of the heterodox, wass
st T e sivacee made by the mass of mankind in despite
of zervemr. |k was at any rate a solace to those who believed
b Yrray segres even in matters of conscience, that mo
Toslasmiwl ssmat Ushment was ever likely to imitate
il Zirerr %2 the extermination of hereticl
:w 2 ®23:= 2z Cozra of Reme bad found in the Spanish

Imiwizmoi. Toe tlists of Jepuneiation from the pulpit of
Flaz s Zavs o since mirgled with empty air and been

! >emez. Bt i serviaes in the cause of pautical enterprise

iz Teom il . waith formed, as it were, a e
livatinotoowzat he demed the more serious pursuits of
to=clow. wii endzar his pname for ever to the lovers of
oiviizg

Zirsizz anl Dr. Francis Maalzoon—the enlightened
poosizary of Exkhuizen—had studied long and earnestly
the i oy and aspeots of the oceanic trade, which had been
unl biinzitself then for a whole century, but was still com-
paratively new. while Barneveld, ever ready to assist in the
advancem:nt of science. and to foster that commerce which
was the lie o1 the commonwealth, was most favourably
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mases would for a moment float a
mg:paceandroomtomovem
was raging the while, the ice wa
in all directions, and the ship w:
madley of awful sights and sounds
hnme. “"Twas enough to mak
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Tzs startling discovery that in the
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mE e e ol £ Se smorwows  extravagance of
Twer e nanr: nmEssenne  Thare were one hundred
ma it mmes s % oy krees in their sovereign's
mmmes wnie e smeme f Bediar the cooks, lackeys,
s Enl ine reCemen ey sesiked the retinve of the
PPEE WHSEWHL WaE SCnted wiiRoot wazes or salaries, at
¢ st firns 4 ter® ASert had wished to be
mmlex 3 iy - TIC Ml e TAtes W obtain the gratifi-
Sorm O us vEL e Lk kxied 9 be emperor, and
= w0 s SufieaacT moemal o his adeas of expense®
D@ rornmres wew 2750y rebuked for their complaints,
ml ynmner @ 2e-qry f cbeDert provinees to contribute
X eax » Mo §r e ddmee of ther masters as the
Yes Gl N mamnemsws f ther rebelbion.  The provincial
e vare smmmed aevr=nelv 1o pay roandly for the
Semes of T e as e +7 2¢ of the court, and to enable the
WY sraemmE 3 SrorreE 2 ribary muting, which amid
e TR reeTr ety arrival was the one prominent

ﬁzg-m:rtx_mn:vtbmr-mneveusofage,the
how seeln €3 woass S —rcr. She was esteemed

——iezrs. and Cardinal Benti-

LI S A =z 2:I Iicll=nt. pronounced her a
vz R ~ o te a prodizy of wisdom,
fmeizr T T if Zor fsttor the most sagacious statesman
€z pz:® Iz st Izezt o the Roman faith and ritual,
= siterizzat D fzoss ! demcancar, and in hatred of
sememisl ilc o wus it l2ast a worthy child of that sainted

=0

I s =:imal pednt of view she was his superior.

Tz sr zizs==—s0 Alb:rt and Isabella were always desig-

ratel—w:ne 3 sizralatly attached couple, and their house-

bcld I -xtmavarart anli Impenial. was bharmonious.  They

o Bos IV TS wrte¢ Fentanus, * weis nit dan von

- AT o0 A77L 15343, Lanon, brennen. morden und wiitten
M=, Same to  zu sprechen; man musz irer Majestit

sme. 13 Jaiy, 130 Iuid., aufl den knien titzen dienen, auch die
L Jed. Staten der Provincien welches ihnen

B Re.azic ze delle prove. ubb=. 57. 58. gar ungern thut.”—Groen v. Prin-
M “Dic Iafactin ausz Hispanien.” sterer, Archives, II. 8 (2 Ser.)
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ing year. Elizabeth, naturally enmough, was weary of the
war, but she felt after all, as did the Government of France,
that a peace between the United Netherlands and Spain
would have for its result the restoration of the authority of
his most Catholic Majesty over all the provinces. The states-
men of France and England, like most of the politicians of
Europe, had but slender belief in the possibility of a popular
government, and doubted therefore the continued existence
of the newly-organized republic.® Therefore they really
deprecated the idea of a peace which should include the
States, notwithstanding that from time to time the queen or
some of her counsellors had so vehemently reproached the
Netherlanders with their unwillingness to negotiate. “At
the first recognition that these people should make of the
mere shadow of a prince,” said Buzanval, the keenly obeerving
and experienced French envoy at the Hague, “they lose the
form they have. All the blood of the body would flow to the
head, and the game would be who should best play the valet.
«++««.. The house of Nassau would lose its credit within
a month in case of peace.”" As such statesmen could not
imagine a republic, they ever dreaded the restoration in the
United Provinces of the subverted authority of Spain.
France and England were jealous of each other, and both
were jealous of Spain. Therefore even if the republican
element, the strength and endurance of which was so little
suspected, had been as trifling a factor in the problem as
was supposed, still it would have been difficult for any one
of these powers to absorb the United Netherlands. As for
18 «Pa tutte queste ragioni dunque | from Paris, “ desirent changement en
8i pud giudicare che non sia per con- - I'estat du gouvernement populaire et
servarsi nello stato presente questa © clection d’un souverain. Combien peu
nuova republica ma che piu tosto sin ' connaissans nos necessités, nos des-
° per mancare in breve e che finulmente | seing, nos maux! En tel predicament
sin per ridursi sotto il governo d'un  sommes nous en cette cour.”” 21 Mars,
s0lo.” — Bentivoglio, Relazione delle | 1600, Lettres, in Valek.  (Archives of
Provincie Unite, lib. iii. eap. vii. p. ; the Hague MS.) Compare Instructions
50.  The continued existence of the ' of James I. to Spencer and Winwood ;
* new republic " for two centuries after | Winwood’s Memorials, 1I. 829-335,
these remarks were made is an addi- ' especially p. 333.
tional proof of the danger of prophesy- | 19 Lettres et Negociations de Buzan-

ing. “Ceux qui sondent et connais- , val, par le Professeur Vreede, Leyde,
sent & quoy ce mene,” wrote Aerssens ' 1846, p. 300.
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The French Qovernment was in a similar state of alarm in
consequence of the Gertruydenberg conferences.*

The envoy of the archdukes, Marquis d'Havré, reported on
the other hand that all attempts to negotiate had proved
fruitless, that Olden-Barneveld, who speke for all his col-
leagues, was swollen with pride, and made it but too manifest
that the States had no intention to submit to any foreign
jurisdiction, but were resolved to maintain themselves in
the form of a republic.®

44 Caron's Despatches, in Van Deventer, ii. 289, Aerssens’ Despatch.
4 Ibid. Havré to the Archduke.
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